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THE AWAY GAME
The burglary networks that hit America's best-known athletes were never
a celebrity story. They are a business model built on one input, predictable
absence, and the July arrests in South America completed the picture of
how professional it has become.
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THE NETWORK

Through 2025 and 2026, US federal charges and this July's arrests in Argentina mapped a
transnational operation: crews, largely Chilean nationals, entering the United States legally on
short-term tourist authorizations, conducting residential burglaries across affluent neighborhoods
for weeks at a time, and rotating home before local patterns registered. Investigators tie elements
of the network to break-ins at homes associated with prominent NFL and NBA figures and estimate
stolen goods from a single accused cell at more than two million dollars. Separate indictments
describe dedicated fencing operations providing what prosecutors called an essential market for the
goods. This is an industry with a supply chain, not a crime wave.
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THE METHOD

The investigative descriptions are consistent and worth internalizing at pattern level. Selection
happens online: crews study the victims' own published photos and videos to identify residences and
visible security posture, then fix the property using geolocation tools. What follows is patient,
physical work: days of observation of the neighborhood's rhythm, deliveries, staff movements, and
lighting, waiting for a window when the property is verifiably empty. For athletes that verification is
trivial, because their employers publish the schedule. The entry itself is fast precisely because
everything before it was slow.
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WHY THIS IS AN EXECUTIVE STORY

Athletes were the proof of concept, not the boundary of the market. The model requires only that a
target's absence be predictable from public information, and the executive calendar is public in ways
its owners stop noticing: conference speaker pages, earnings calls, board meeting cycles reported in
filings, charity galas with published host committees, and family travel announced in real time. A
principal whose movements can be reconstructed from open sources presents the same opportunity
that a game schedule does, with the added attraction that executive neighborhoods rarely expect
this adversary. The networks have already demonstrated they will cross continents for the right
target set.
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WHAT DEFEATS THE MODEL

Each stage of the model has a counter. Selection is degraded by footprint discipline, covered at
length in our companion briefing on the published case file. Reconnaissance is degraded by a
household and staff trained to recognize it, because days of observation create days of detection
opportunity for people who know what pre-operational activity looks like. The absence window is
degraded by ambiguity: occupancy simulation, varied staff patterns, and vehicles that do not
broadcast the family's location. And the entry stage is degraded by an assessment that assumed a
planned, patient adversary rather than an opportunist, which changes conclusions about detection
placement, response time, and what actually needs to be in a safe rather than a nightstand.
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THE STRATEGIC READ

Enforcement is responding, and the arrests matter. But visa-based rotation is structural: the labor
refreshes faster than watchlists do, and the fencing layer, the durable part of the industry, survives
individual crews. Households in the target demographic should plan on this model persisting and
price it into residential programs now, during the season when their own calendars are most public.
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SOURCES AND METHOD

This briefing draws on July 2026 reporting of the Argentine arrests and prior US federal filings. We
summarize method at pattern level, omit tool and entry specifics that appear in reporting, and
reference victims as a class rather than individuals. That is editorial policy, not lack of detail.
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